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Monday, October 26   All times Central Daylight Time 

 

12:00 pm Registration, Snacks, Networking: SEDS Workshop 

 

1:00 pm Opening Remarks 

• Ron Birk, President, American Astronautical Society 

• Donald Leo, President, University of Alabama Huntsville 

• Rae Ann Meyer, Acting Director, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center 

1:20 pm Artemis II: Behind the Scenes of Humanity’s Return to the Moon 

• Charlie Blackwell-Thompson, Artemis II Launch Director, NASA Kennedy Space Center 

(Moderator) 

• David Ezell, Program Manager, Launch Vehicle Stage Adapter, Teledyne Brown Engineering 

• Mike Lauer, Senior Program Director SLS/RS-25 Engines, L3Harris 

• Mark Pond, Senior Director Space Exploration Programs, Northrop Grumman 

• Kirk Shireman, VP Human Space Exploration & Orion Program Manager, Lockheed Martin 

• Jason Grow, Associate Chief Engineer, Launch Operations, Space Launch System, Boeing 

 

2:20 pm Artemis III and Beyond 

• Steve Creech, Program Manager, Human Landing System Program, NASA MSFC (Moderator) 

• Chris Cianciola, Acting Program Manager, NASA SLS Program, NASA MSFC 

• John Couluris, Senior Vice President of Lunar Permanence, Blue Origin  

• Aarti Matthews, Director, Starship Crew and Cargo Programs, SpaceX 

• Debbie Whitis Korth, Orion Acting Program Manager, NASA JSC 

 

3:20 pm Networking Break 

 

4:00 pm Washington Update 

• Allen Cutler, President and CEO, The Coalition for Deep Space Exploration 

• Susan Nelson, Principal, IBEX2 Solutions, LLC 

 

4:30 pm Keynote Speaker  

 

5:00 pm Power Up! Space Propulsion Flash Talks 

• Luke Scharber, Propulsion Strategic Planning and Business Development, NASA MSFC 

(Facilitator) 

• Ryan Cole, Spacecraft Propulsion, Firefly 

• Karson Holmes, Program Manager, Defense and National Security, Voyager 

• William Sack, Senior Director, Advanced Technology, Rocketdyne 

• Zach Standridge, Turbomachinery Engineer, NASA MSFC 

• Tom Teasley, Propulsion Systems Engineer, Engine Components Development and Technology, 

NASA MSFC 

• Gabe Xu, Professor, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Department, UAH 

 

6:00 pm Reception and Student Poster Presentations 

 



 

Tuesday, October 27                                                                           All times Eastern Daylight  
 

 

8:00 am  Networking Breakfast and Speed Mentoring 
 

 

9:00 am  Molly K. Macauley Presentation  

 

 

9:10 am  ISS: Informing the Future of Exploration   

 

9:50 am  Networking Break   

 

10:50 am Moon Base Supply Chain Resilience  

• Joe Paxton, UAH (Moderator) 

• Pete Willis, Vice President, IMS Precision Machining, Inc. 

 

11:50 am ExplorationExtra – Why nuclear, why now?  

• Richard J. Rademacher, President and CEO, Westinghouse Government Services (Moderator) 

• Cynthia Simmons, Director, Space Reactors Division, RTMD, NASA  

• Jeremy Kenny, Advanced Nuclear Technology Office Manager, Space Reactors Division, 

 

 

12:30 pm Luncheon: Keynote and Awards Presentation 

• Casey Swails, Deputy Associate Administrator, NASA 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, October 28                                                                           All times Eastern Daylight  
 

8:00 am  Networking Breakfast  
 

9:00 am  Opening Remarks  

 

9:05 am  Molly K. Macauley Presentation 

 

9:15 am   Navigating the New NASA Workforce: Change, Challenge, Community  

• Lyndsay Ferguson, Vice President, Talent Initiatives, Huntsville/Madison County Chamber 

(Moderator) 

• Parker Counts, Counts Consultants  

• Hansel Gill, Director, NASA Michoud Assembly Facility 

• Rae Ann Meyer, Acting Director, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center 

 

10:10 am Keynote  

• Nicola Fox, Associate Administrator, Science Mission Directorate, NASA 

 

10:50 am Networking Break 

 

11:35 am Engineering the Future 

• Larry Leopard, Chief Engineer, Auburn University Applied Research Institute (Moderator) 

• Lisa Bates, Director, Engineering Directorate, NASA MSFC 

• Srinath Ekkad, Dean, College of Engineering, UAH 

• Stephen Hanna, Chief Executive Officer, Onyx 

• Gabriella Kupski, Industrial and Systems Engineering Undergraduate Student, UAH 

• Matt Stites, Senior Director and Chief Engineer, Space Launch System, Boeing  

 

12:30 pm Luncheon: Keynote and Awards Presentation 

• Derek Tournear, Director of Space Innovation, Auburn University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Accelerating Exploration” the 2026 AAS von Braun Space Exploration Symposium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the 2026 Planning Committee 
 

NASA Marshall 
Space Flight Center  

In conjunction with 



 

 

Committee Co-Chairs: 

Mallory James, NASA Marshall 

Sam Ortega, Lockheed Martin

Terry Abel, Lockheed Martin 

Reggie Alexander, The Aerospace Corporation 

Debbie Batson, Teledyne Brown Engineering 

Heather Bogstie, Boeing 

Jeramie Broadway, NASA Marshall 

Austin Claybrook, SEE 

Jacqueline Cortese, Blue Origin 

Chris Crumbly, Auburn University 

Rajiv Doreswamy, University of Alabama 

Hannah Duke, BAE 

Robert Fulop, Voyager Technologies 

Bryant Hawkes, The Aerospace Corporation 

Lauren Holt, Northrop Grumman 

Andrew Hyche, Boeing 

Mallory James, NASA 

Tom Koshut, UAH 

Steve Krein, JHU APL 

Bart Leahy, Advanced Space 

Lisa Mitchell, Amentum 

Sam Ortega, Lockheed Martin 

Evan Petrone, BAE 

Kirk Pierce, NASA 

Britton Reynolds, L3Harris 

Charles Scales, Sierra Lobo 

Rachael Scheuber, Lockheed Martin 

Eddie Seyffert, Blue Origin 

Frank Slazer 

Marta Szotakova, AAS 

Dale Thomas, UAH 

Mike Ward, Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville and 

Madison County 

Bobby Watkins, Barrios 

Jim Way, AAS 

Jules Welch, AAS 

 

 

Thank you for attending  

ACCELERATING EXPLORATION 

The 2026 von Braun Space Exploration Symposium 
 

Please join us at our next event:

The 2027 Goddard Space Science Symposium  
March 11-13, 2027 | Washington, D.C. 

astronautical.org/goddard

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1954, The American Astronautical Society is the premier 
network of current and future space professionals dedicated to 

advancing all space activities. 
 

AAS has long been recognized for the excellence of its national 
meetings, technical meetings, symposia, and publications and for 
their impact on shaping the U.S. space program. Members have 
opportunities to meet with leaders in their field and in related 

disciplines, exchange information and ideas, discuss career 
aspirations and expand their knowledge and expertise. 

 

astronautical.org 
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