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Tuesday, September 15   All times Eastern Daylight Time 

 

8:00 am Registration and Networking Breakfast 

 

9:00 am Opening Remarks 

• Ron Birk, President, American Astronautical Society 

• Dawn Schaible, Director, NASA Glenn 

 

9:20 am  Uniting NASA Research and Technology 

• Mike French, Founder, Space Policy Group (Moderator) 

• Jimmy Kenyon, Associate Administrator, Research and Technology Mission Directorate, NASA 

• John McCullough, Director, Space Communications and Navigation Division, RTMD, NASA 

• Wanda Peters, Deputy Associate Administrator, RTMD, NASA 

• Cynthia Simmons, Director, Space Reactors Division, RTMD, NASA 

• Greg Stover, Director, Advanced Research and Technology Division, RTMD, NASA 

 

10:15 am Opening Doors: Doing Business with NASA 

• Ashlie Flegel, Acting Director, Technology Integration and Partnerships, NASA Glenn 

• Jennifer Scheel, Executive Attraction Officer, City of Cleveland 

 

10:30 am Networking Break 

 

11:10 am Moon Base Development: What's the Plan? 

• Carlos Garcia-Galan, Moon Base Program Manager, NASA (Moderator) 

• Jacki Cortese, Vice President, Civil Space, Blue Origin 

• Nicholas Cummings, Senior Director, Program Development, Civil and  

National Security Space, SpaceX 

• A.J. Gemer, Chief Technology Officer and Co-Founder, Lunar Outpost 

• Jaret Matthews, Chief Executive Officer, AstroLab 

• Dave Schiller, Vice President, Civil and Space Sciences, Northrop Grumman 

 

12:05 pm Luncheon and Talk: U.S. Space: The Setup for Success 

• Amit Kshatriya, Associate Administrator, NASA with Dave Radzanowski 

 

1:30 pm The Technology of Moon Base Infrastructure 

• Kelly Gilkey, Moon Base, Habitation Portfolio Lead, NASA Glenn (Moderator) 

• Gene Arkenberg, Chief Engineer / Clean Energy Engineering Manager,  

Teledyne Energy Systems, Inc. 

• Dean Bergman, Director of Sales, Honeybee Robotics 

• Jake Hendrickson, Space Electronics Chief Engineer, Rocketdyne 

• Dan Hendrickson, Vice President, Business Development, Astrobotic 

• Jason Hopkins, Director, Nuclear Infrastructure & Human Exploration, Lockheed Martin Space 

 

 



2:25 pm Student Poster Presentations 

 

3:20 pm Networking Break 

 

3:55 pm Evolving Space Exploration with A.I. and Digital Engineering 

• Ron Birk, Principal Director, Space Enterprise Evolution, The Aerospace Corporation 

• Phil Barry, Director, Mission and System Solutions, Space & Missile Systems,  

L3Harris Technologies 

• Sean Gallagher, Chief Information Officer, NASA 

• Christine Nezda, Technical Fellow, AI/ML SME, Raytheon 

• Armond Sinclair, Sr. Business Development Executive, AGI 

 

4:50 pm Speaker 

• Adam Lazarus, Author: The Wingmen 

 

5:30 pm Space Happy Hour @ Viking Public House 

 

 

Wednesday, September 16                                                                           All times Eastern Daylight  
 

 

8:00 am  Networking Breakfast and Speed Mentoring 
 

9:00 am  Opening Comments  

• Richard Schoephoerster, Dean, Washkewicz College of Engineering,  

Cleveland State University 

 

9:10 am  Accelerating Deployment of Innovative Space Capabilities 

• Robert A. Perez-Alemany, Program Manager, Space Development Agency Liaison, Defense 

Innovation Unit  

• Susan Nelson, Principal, IBEX2 Solutions, LLC 

 

9:40 am  So where is the NASA CLPS Program going?   

• Ryan Stephan, Director of Cargo Landers, NASA Moon Base (Moderator) 

• Ray Allensworth, VP of Spacecraft, Firefly Aerospace 

• Jacki Cortese, Vice President, Civil Space, Blue Origin 

• Dan Hendrickson, Vice President, Business Development, Astrobotic 

• Trent Martin, Senior Vice President for Advance Space Systems, Intuitive Machines 

10:35 am Networking Break 

 

11:15 am The Business of Civil Space 

• John Gowan, League Advisors, LLC (Moderator) 

• Andy Bunker, Vice President of Government Operations and Business Strategy, RocketLab 

• Vince Bilardo, Executive Director, Nuclear Space Programs, Intuitive Machines 



• Cooper Callier, Executive Vice President, Corporate Development and Strategy, Voyager 

• Alyssa Goessler Goodwin, Vice President, AE Industrial Partners 

 

12:10 pm Luncheon: Awards Presentation 

Space Law Chat 

• Mark Sundahl, Professor of Law, Director, Global Space Law Center,  

Cleveland State University 

Space Nuclear: Development to Deployment 

• Lindsay Kaldon, Nuclear Interagency Lead, Space Reactors Division Deputy Project Manager, 

SR-1 Freedom Nuclear Power Module (NPM), NASA 

• Georgette Alexander-Morrison, Vice President, Capture and Proposals, X-Energy Space 

Nuclear Program Advocate 

• Ryan Blinn, Senior Director, Space & National Security Programs, Westinghouse Government 

Services LLC 

• Kristie Solimon, Space Systems Technical Project Manager, BWX Technologies 

 

1:50 pm Closing Remarks 
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Thank you to the 2026 Planning Committee 
 

 

 

Committee Co-Chairs: 

Marty Schaeffer, NASA Glenn 

Steve Witkowski, Moog

Justin Bail, The Aerospace Corporation 

Debbie Batson, Teledyne Brown Engineering 

Brandon Burroughs, The Boeing Company 

Mike Ciancone, NASA Johnson 

Anthony Combs, L3Harris 

Jerry Cook, Deloitte 

Chris Cox, Teledyne Brown Engineering 

Brian Davis, Cleveland State University 

Hannah Duke, BAE Systems 

Robert Fulop, Voyager Technologies 

Mike Hess, Leidos 

 

 

 

Emily Idelson, AAS 

Jennifer Meehan, Lockheed Martin 

Mayra Montrose, L3Harris 

Veronica Parrish, Blue Origin 

Charles Scales, Sierra Lobo 

Marty Schaeffer, NASA Glenn 

Frank Slazer 

Marta Szotakova, AAS 

Jim Way, AAS 

Jules Welch, AAS 

Steve Witkowski, Moog 

 

Thank you for attending the 2026 Glenn Space Technology 

Symposium! 
 

Please join us at our next event:

ACCELERATING EXPLORATION 

The 2026 von Braun Space Exploration Symposium  
October 26-28, 2026 | Huntsville, Alabama 

astronautical.org/vonbraun

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1954, The American Astronautical Society is the premier 
network of current and future space professionals dedicated to 

advancing all space activities. 
 

AAS has long been recognized for the excellence of its national meetings, 
technical meetings, symposia, and publications and for their impact on 
shaping the U.S. space program. Members have opportunities to meet 

with leaders in their field and in related disciplines, exchange 
information and ideas, discuss career aspirations and expand their 

knowledge and expertise. 
 

astronautical.org 
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