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Wednesday, March 19   All times Eastern Daylight Time 

 

1:30 pm Opening Remarks 

• Ron Birk, President, American Astronautical Society 

• Makenzie Lystrup, Director, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 

 

1:50 pm Enabling Science and Exploration from the Moon to Mars 

• Noah Petro, Lab Chief, NASA Goddard (Moderator) 

• Lori Glaze, Acting Associate Administrator, Exploration Systems  

Development Mission Directorate (ESDMD), NASA 

• Brett Denevi, Planetary Geologist, Johns Hopkins University  

Applied Physics Laboratory 

• Michael Nayak, Program Manager, Defense Advanced Research  

Projects Agency (DARPA) 

• Jordi Paredes Garcia, Corporate Chief Engineer, Firefly Aerospace 
 

2:50 pm Networking Break 
 

3:30 pm Navigating Space Science and Exploration Policy 

• Kevin Kelly, Partner, Actum LLC (Moderator) 

• Ron Birk, Principal Director of the Space Enterprise Evolution Directorate, 

The Aerospace Corporation 

• Alberto Conti, Vice President & General Manager, Civil Space,  

Space & Mission Systems, BAE Systems, Inc. 

• Trent Martin, Senior Vice President of Space Systems, Intuitive Machines 

 

4:30 pm Keynote Speaker 

• Greg Autry, Associate Provost for Space Commercialization and Strategy,  

University of Central Florida 

 

5:00 pm Reception 
 

7:00 pm Day 1 Concludes 
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Thursday, March 20                                                                                           All times Eastern Daylight Time 

 

8:00 am Registration and Breakfast 
 

9:00 am Enhancing U.S. Economic Leadership Through Science 

• Henry Hertzfeld, Research Professor of Space Policy and International Affairs, Elliott 

School of International Affairs, George Washington University (Moderator) 

• Joel Dreessen, Meteorologist & Deputy Program Manager of the Air Monitoring 

Program, Maryland Department of the Environment 

• Irene Parker, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Systems, National Environmental 

Satellite, Data, and Information Service 

• Thomas Wagner, Associate Director for Earth Action, Science Mission Directorate, 

NASA  

 

10:00 am We Are Not Alone: HWO as a Partnership Model for Strategic Missions 

Opening Remarks by Giada Arney, panel discussion follows 

 

• Jennifer Lotz, Director, Space Telescope Science Institute (Moderator) 

• Jon Arenberg, Chief Mission Architect for Science and Robotic Exploration,  

Northrop Grumman Space 

• Giada Arney, Research Space Scientist, Planetary Systems Laboratory, NASA Goddard 

• Laura Coyle, Principal Optical Engineer and Astrophysics Technology Lead for the 

Space & Mission Systems Sector, BAE Systems 

• Wendy Minotti, Director, Civil & Commercial Imaging, L3Harris 

• Alison Nordt, Director, Space Science and Instrumentation, Lockheed Martin 

 

11:00 am Networking Break 
 

11:30 am Public Science, Private Sector: Contradiction or Complement? 

• Casey Dreier, Chief of Space Policy, Planetary Society (Moderator) 

• Steve Clarke, Vice President, Space Programs, Astrobotic 

• Rachel Klima, Senior Staff Scientist, Space Sector, Planetary Exploration Group,  

Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 

• Thomas H. Zurbuchen, Professor and Director, ETH Zurich Space; Consultant and 

Board Member, Thomas Zurbuchen, LLC. 

 

12:30 pm Luncheon Speaker 

• Gillian Bussey, Deputy Chief Science Officer, USSF 
 

2:00 pm Day 2 Concludes 
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Friday, March 21                                                                                                 All times Eastern Daylight Time 

 

8:00 am            Registration and Breakfast 
 

9:00 am Integrating Multi-Sector Data to Advance Earth and Space Science 

• David Maddox, Senior Data Engineer, SAIC (Moderator) 

• Juan Bernabé-Moreno, Director, IBM Research Europe – Ireland and UK 

• Stephen (Joe) Munchak, Senior Atmospheric Data Scientist, Tomorrow.io 

• Grey Nearing, Senior Research Scientist, Google 

 

10:00 am Heliophysics Decadal Discussion: What’s The Plan?  

• Joseph Westlake, Heliophysics Division Director, NASA 

• Ian Cohen, Group Supervisor, Solar & Space Physics, The Johns Hopkins University 

Applied Physics Laboratory 

• Georgia de Nolfo, Line of Business Manager, NASA Goddard 

 

11:00 am Networking Break 
 

11:30 am Space Weather Enterprise: Predictions and Protection 

• Elsayed Talaat, President and CEO, Universities Space Research Association  

• Brent Blevins, Subcommittee Staff Director, U.S. House Committee on Science Space 

and Technology 

• Scott McIntosh, Vice President of Space Operations, Lynker 

• Teresa Nieves-Chinchilla, Director, M2M Space Weather Analysis Office,  

Heliophysics Science Division, NASA Goddard 

• Jim Spann, Senior Scientist, Office of Space Weather Observations, NOAA 
 

12:30 pm Luncheon Speaker 

• Mark Clampin, Acting Deputy Associate Administrator,  

Science Mission Directorate, NASA 

 

2:00 pm Day 3 Concludes 

 

 

 

 

Any Updates to the Program Will Be Available at astronautical.org/Goddard
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Thank you to the 2025 Planning Committee 
 

Committee Co-Chairs: 

Steven Arnold, Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 

Christa Peters-Lidard, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 

 

Debbie Batson, Teledyne Brown 

Darrell Dela Rosa, NASA GSFC 

Shawn Domagal-Goldman, NASA GSFC 

Susan Guth, NOAA 

Tanya Hanway, Leidos 
Andrew Hyche, Boeing  

Emily Idelson, AAS 

Kate Kelly, BWX Technologies 

Alek Krautmann, NOAA 

Jim McAdams, KinetX 

Mayra Montrose, L3Harris 

Bruce Morris, Sierra Space 

 

 

Evan Petrone, BAE Systems 

Juan Roman, SAIC 

Ben Shelton, Argo Navis 

Frank Slazer 

Marta Szotakova, AAS 
Geoff Wawrzyniak, KBR 

Jim Way, AAS  

Pamitha Weerasinghe 

Jules Welch, AAS  

Rita Wilcoxon, Leidos 

Crystal Wood, Northrop Grumman 

 

Thank you for attending the Goddard Space Science Symposium! 
 

Please join us at our next event:

20th Student CanSat Space Technology Symposium  
June 5-8, 2025 | Staunton and Monterey, Virginia 

astronautical.org/cansat

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1954, The American Astronautical Society is the premier 
network of current and future space professionals dedicated to 

advancing all space activities. 
 

AAS has long been recognized for the excellence of its national meetings, 
technical meetings, symposia, and publications and for their impact on 
shaping the U.S. space program. Members have opportunities to meet 

with leaders in their field and in related disciplines, exchange 
information and ideas, discuss career aspirations and expand their 

knowledge and expertise. 
 

astronautical.org 
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