September 2020
TO: Authors of papers presented at AAS sponsored conferences and the editorial boards and
managing staff of peer-reviewed technical journals
RE: Copyright Clearance and Author Responsibilities for AAS Conference Papers

AAS appreciates the common practice in technical publications for material to be presented at
various stages of its development. Under this framework, authors often publish preliminary
versions in workshops, more developed versions in conference proceedings, and fully developed
material in peer-reviewed archival journals. The AAS Conference Copyright policy fully supports
this evolutionary publishing paradigm.
AAS encourages authors to publish their research in peer-reviewed archival publications. The
authors are required to acknowledge and properly cite the AAS conference paper as the basis for
the work that is being subsequently submitted for consideration for publication in a peerreviewed journal. AAS prefers that authors first consider submitting their manuscript for
publication in the AAS managed “The Journal of the Astronautical Sciences.” However, when
authors find other journal publications to be more suitable for their work, AAS grants permission
for authors of papers presented at AAS sponsored conferences to submit a revised and updated
version of their AAS conference paper for consideration by any peer-reviewed archival journal.
While AAS retains the license for publishing the original conference paper, AAS has no claim to
the new manuscript and AAS will not assert copyright on any future publication of a revised AAS
conference paper in a peer-reviewed journal, including further reuse of material in whole or in
part.
The responsibilities for authors submitting their work to AAS conferences are described below
along with a summary of the AAS copyright clearance policy for conference publications.
•

Author Responsibilities:
•

•

The authors must ensure that their work submitted for publication in AAS
sponsored conferences meets the requirements of originality, publication ethics,
and does not infringe upon any trademark, patent, trade secret, or other
intellectual property rights of any person, nor does it contain any material that is
defamatory.
Authorship and co-authorship should be based on a substantial intellectual
contribution. It is assumed that all authors have had a significant role in the
creation of the manuscript that bears their names. Therefore, the author list
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•

•

indicates who is responsible for the technical contribution and to whom questions
regarding the work should be addressed.
It is the responsibility of the authors, not the AAS, to determine whether
disclosure of their material requires the prior consent of other parties and, if so,
to obtain such clearances prior to submission. It shall be acknowledged that
statements and opinions given in work published by the AAS are the expression of
the authors. Responsibility for the content of published papers rests upon the
authors, not the AAS.

Copyright Clearance for AAS Conferences
•
•

•

•
•
•

The authors grant AAS license to publish the work for AAS sponsored conference
proceedings.
The authors may reuse all or portions of their paper published in AAS sponsored
conference proceedings in other works (such as peer-reviewed archival journal
publications) with proper source citation to their AAS paper.
For all other reproductions of the paper, (a) the source shall be indicated and (b)
the copies shall not be used in a way that implies AAS endorsement of a product
or service of an employer.
Reproductions of the paper shall not be offered for sale except for publication by
a peer-reviewed journal.
The authors may make limited distribution of all or portions of the paper prior to
publication in AAS sponsored conference proceedings.
The authors, or other intellectual-property owners, retain all other proprietary
rights, such as copyright and patent rights.

Sincerely,
Jim McAdams
American Astronautical Society Vice President - Publications
vp.publications@astronautical.org
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