
 
 
Introduction 
 
To Our American Astronautical Society Members, 
 
AAS sincerely values and appreciates your membership in serving as the premier network of 
current and future space professionals dedicated to advancing all space activities. As we enter 
into 2023, our intent is to continue to implement our Strategic Plan contributing to advancing 
space capabilities with focus on exciting, emerging areas of cislunar, in-space servicing, 
assembly and manufacturing, space traffic management/coordination, and space nuclear 
power and propulsion. 
 
AAS is approaching our 70th anniversary in 2024 and look forward to celebrating 
accomplishments and plans as we head into the future with you. 
 
 
2023-2024 Officers and Board 
 
We are pleased to introduce this year's Board of Directors as chosen in a recent election. Our 
Society leadership team brings representation from across the space enterprise, providing a 
valuable diversity of perspectives. AAS applauds the prior leadership team and recognizes the 
value of their contributions positioning AAS to continue to grow and strengthen our network as 
we all come together to advance space activities for all. Read more about the 2023 Board of 
Directors here.  
 
 
Our Staff 
 
Jim Way, our Executive Director, passed his 5-year anniversary with AAS. His efforts in leading 
the AAS team and collaborating with the Board of Directors are recognized and lauded as 
instrumental in continued successes for the Society. Liana Porte, our Communications 
Coordinator, began her first year with the society at the start of June. Her hard work and 
dedication help the society to achieve our social media outreach goals and increase our 
engagement with members and non-members alike. Marta Szotakova, our Events Coordinator, 
joined the team in June and hit the ground running with the Glenn Symposium. Her enthusiasm 
and passion help to organize and execute our symposia efficiently.  
 
Our Publications 
 
Our technical publication, the Journal of Astronautical Sciences, published since 1954, decided 
to switch things up in 2022. Expanding from four issues, 2022 yielded six issues, increasing our 
volume to 74 published papers. These papers included three correction articles and two Brief 



 
 
Communications articles. Access to the Journal also improved in 2022, making things easier for 
our members. Space Times, our online magazine featuring articles on salient issues in space 
policy and future exploration, showcased four articles in 2022. There is more planned for 2023, 
including our new Space Talk series.  
 
Our Technical Committees 
 
The 32nd AIAA/AAS Space Flight Mechanics Meeting returned in person on January 3-7th, 2022 
in San Diego, California. A total of 72 papers were presented during this conference.  
 
The annual AAS Guidance, Navigation, and 
Control Conference returned in 2022. 
Originally planned for February, the event 
rescheduled and successfully took place on 
May 12-13, 2022, in Breckenridge, Colorado. 
The event saw almost 400 registrations and 
the program included relevant and timely 
content along with their annual STEMscape – 
an outreach to over 100 local high school 
students and educators. 
 
The AAS/AIAA Astrodynamics Specialist 
Conference was held in person on August 7-
11, 2022, in Charlotte, North Carolina. The 
conference hosted a total of 343 attendees, 
with over half of the registrants being students.  
 
Our Special Activities 
 
The Student CanSat Competition resumed in-
person during 2022. The competition was held 
at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg on June 9-12th. 
Teams from all over the world, including Peru, 
Italy, India, and more, participated in 
showcasing their hard work on the payload 
project. The winners of the 2022 competition 
were from Assumption College of Thailand in 
first place and Wroclaw University of Science 
and Technology from Poland in second place. 
The competition will return in June of 2023 
back once again at Virginia Tech.  



 
 
 
The “Future in Space Hangouts” continued the discussions on space-related topics in the first 
half of the year. Three episodes were aired in 2022, chatting about topics on Public Private 
Partnerships in Space, Optical Communications, and Developing a Smart Cislunar 
Neighborhood. A recap of these episodes can be accessed on our website.  
 
Our Symposia 
 
In March, we hosted the 59th Annual Robert H. Goddard Memorial Symposium in-person at the 
University of Maryland. We had a total of 317 attendees, including 193 in-person. The theme 
for the 2022 conference was “Envisioning our Future in Space” where discussions included 
topics on the Webb Telescope, space observatories, Venus, Artemis, space weather, and more. 
Joined by prominent speakers like Thomas Zurbuchen of NASA, Stephen Volz of NOAA, 
Katherine Calvin of NASA, and more, the event was a huge success. We’re excited to host the 
landmark 60th Goddard Symposium on March 8-10, 2023, at the Applied Physics Laboratory at 
Johns Hopkins University in Laurel, Maryland. We hope you’ll join us! 
 
In July, the 4th Annual John Glenn Memorial Symposium, returned for its second in-person 
conference. The event held a record number of 272 total registrants, with a majority attending 
in-person. Held at Case Western Reserve University, our co-hosts offered tours of the Sears 
think[box] and an Interactive Commons HoloLens Demonstration. The theme was “An 
Electrifying Future: Earth and Space Sustainability” where we discussed air taxis, space traffic 
management, ISAM, propulsion, lunar exploration, and more. The symposium will return to 
CWRU on July 17-19, 2023.  
 
The International Space Station Research and Development Conference was held at the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, DC on July 25-28, 2022. AAS had the pleasure of hosting the 
technical sessions with topics ranging from human health in space, commercialization and 
nongovernment utilization, biology and medicine, innovative solutions, STEM, and more.  
 
Finally, AAS hosted its 15th Annual Wernher von 
Braun Symposium rounded off the year of AAS 
events in October 26-18, 2022, at the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville. The event had a 
record-breaking attendance of 414 total 
registrants. The discussions centered around 
the theme of “Space at the Table: 
Collaboration, Cooperation, and Inclusion” with 
conversations on leadership, policy, Artemis, 
nuclear thermal propulsion, landing systems, 
and more. It was a pleasure to hear from 



 
 
renowned speakers like Pam Melroy and Thomas Zurbuchen. We’re excited to return to 
Huntsville again on October 25-27th, 2023 for the next von Braun Symposium. 
 
Our Awards 
 
In 2022, AAS recognized some of the most 
significant accomplishments, teams, and 
individuals in the space industry. AAS Awards 
are presented in several categories to 
recognize the efforts and successes in space 
science and exploration. Too numerous to 
mention here, our awards winners, history, 
and criteria can be found on the AAS website. 
We highly encourage our AAS members and 
larger community to review the awards and 
consider who might be deserving of 
recognition in 2023! 
 
Each year, AAS also presents deserving individuals with AAS Fellow recognition. In 2022, we had 
an amazing and diverse class of AAS Fellows honored, and possibly the most ever! The AAS 
Fellows presented were Vince Boles, Lisa Callahan, John Christian, Chris Crumbly, Mary Lynne 
Dittmar, Roberto Furfaro, Marcus Holzinger, Lisa May, Scott Pace, Ryan Park, Jinjun Shan, Sergei 
Tanygin, Bobby Williams, and Ann Zulkosky. We once again encourage AAS members to 
nominate those they feel are deserving of the AAS Fellow recognition. Information can be 
found on our website. 
 
Conclusion 
 
With great appreciation for all of your contributions and support, we look forward to an 
exciting 2023 and celebrating our 70th anniversary in 2024. 
 
Ad astra per aspera, 

Ron Birk, President 
Charlie Stegemoeller, Executive Vice President 
Jim Way, Executive Director 

 
 


